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ADA Urges Dentists to Heed April 30 Interim
Postponement Recommendation, Maintain Focus

oh Urgent and Emergency Dental Care Only
#pril 01, 2020

contact nformation:
mediar: Ftorsgada ong

The current Amercan Dental Associgtion (A0A) recommendation for dentists to
keep their offices closed to all but emergency care expires an Aprl 6. The new
intenm recommendation from the A0A s that dentists keep their offices closed 1o
all but urgent and ermergency procedures until Apl 30 at the eadiest.

The rate of COWID-19 transmissions is on the ise in most states. The new interim
A0A recommendation is in keeping with the recent U5, Centers for Diseasze
Cortrol and Prevention's recommendation to perform only emergency or urgent
dental care until Aprl 30, 2020 and must be taken serously by all dental
professionals. The ADAbelieves individual dentists should exercize professional
judgment and carefully conzider the rizsks outlined inthe ADAs intedm quidance
and weigh those nzks against any possible benefit to the patient, the practice
employees, the community at large, and the practitioner. Crtically important is the
auailability of appropriate personal protective equipment (PP E)to minimize any rizk
of transmiszion during emergency and urgent care. Oue to the proximity of
individuals during dental procedures, and the generation of a=rosols, dentists, staff
and patient= are at high risk of trAansmission.

The ADAals0 recognizes that existing and future local or state govemment
mandates supersede ADA recommendations. In addition, state dental associations
may best understand local challenges being faced and make recommendations
appropriate to members in their areas.

The PPE required to reduce the sk of trAansmis=ion dunng dental treatment to its
lowest lewvels (@as noted in algonthm 37, are scarce. Asymptomatic patients cannot

be assumed to be COMWI0-19 free. A= of hanch 31, point of care tests exist, but ‘
are extremely difficult to obtain. Unless point of care tests are readily available to

the dental practice, no one can be assured that they are treating a non-infected

individual. The safety of their patients, staff and themselves should be foremost ‘

when dentists exencize their professional judgment, and information regarding the
relative nsks is awailable from the ADA, wia the Intenm Guidance, to assist in
making those decisions.
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Resources ADA Website:

www.ada.org/virus

CDA Website:

www.cdaonline.org/covid19

MDDS Website:

www.mddsdentist.com/covid19
-

CDAONLINE.ORG



http://www.ada.org/virus
http://www.cdaonline.org/covid19
http://www.mddsdentist.com/covid19

April 1, 2020
ADA Notice

CDAONLINE.ORG

ADA Urges Dentists to Heed April 30 Interim
Postponement Recommendation, Maintain Focus

oh Urgent and Emergency Dental Care Only
#pril 01, 2020

contact nformation:
mediar: Ftorsgada ong

The current Amercan Dental Associgtion (A0A) recommendation for dentists to
keep their offices closed to all but emergency care expires an Aprl 6. The new
intenm recommendation from the A0A s that dentists keep their offices closed 1o
all but urgent and ermergency procedures until Apl 30 at the eadiest.

The rate of COWID-19 transmissions is on the ise in most states. The new interim
A0A recommendation is in keeping with the recent U5, Centers for Diseasze
Cortrol and Prevention's recommendation to perform only emergency or urgent
dental care until Aprl 30, 2020 and must be taken serously by all dental
professionals. The ADAbelieves individual dentists should exercize professional
judgment and carefully conzider the rizsks outlined inthe ADAs intedm quidance
and weigh those nzks against any possible benefit to the patient, the practice
employees, the community at large, and the practitioner. Crtically important is the
auailability of appropriate personal protective equipment (PP E)to minimize any rizk
of transmiszion during emergency and urgent care. Oue to the proximity of
individuals during dental procedures, and the generation of a=rosols, dentists, staff
and patient= are at high risk of trAansmission.

The ADAals0 recognizes that existing and future local or state govemment
mandates supersede ADA recommendations. In addition, state dental associations
may best understand local challenges being faced and make recommendations
appropriate to members in their areas.

The PPE required to reduce the sk of trAansmis=ion dunng dental treatment to its
lowest lewvels (@as noted in algonthm 37, are scarce. Asymptomatic patients cannot

be assumed to be COMWI0-19 free. A= of hanch 31, point of care tests exist, but ‘
are extremely difficult to obtain. Unless point of care tests are readily available to

the dental practice, no one can be assured that they are treating a non-infected

individual. The safety of their patients, staff and themselves should be foremost ‘

when dentists exencize their professional judgment, and information regarding the
relative nsks is awailable from the ADA, wia the Intenm Guidance, to assist in
making those decisions.



Vs
CDA
Dental Emergency Definition

ER Diversion A potentially life-threatening
& Dental condition requiring immediate

Emergencies treatment that includes:

* Uncontrolled bleeding

« Cellulitis or diffuse soft tissue
swelling causing airway
compromise

* Trauma
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Urgent Dental Care Definition
ER Diversion Conditions that need immediate
& Urgent attention to relieve pain and/or risk

of infection. Treatment should be as
minimally invasive as possible.
Urgent dental care addresses:

« Severe dental pain

* Acute pericoronitis

« Post-surgery osteitis

* Localized abscess causing pain
« Tooth fracture causing pain

« Tooth avulsion/luxation

« Dental treatment needed prior to
critical medical procedure

Dental Care




Adequate
PPE
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What is adequate PPE for a

procedure in asymptomatic
patients

* with no known COVID
exposure;

*who have recovered from a
COVID infection; or

*have a recent negative test?
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Non-Aerosol Producing
Adequate Procedure:
PPE This is determined to be a low-risk

patient encounter.

PPE needed: Surgical mask, eye
protection, gloves, gown along with
appropriate post-procedure
sterilization of the treatment room
and equipment
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Aerosol Producing
Adequate Procedure:

PPE This is determined to be a low-
/moderate-risk patient encounter.

PPE needed:

* Encounter is a moderate risk
using surgical mask, full face
shield, eye protection, gloves and
gown

* Encounter is at low risk using N95
mask, full face shield, eye
protection, gloves and gown




 Avoid all procedures that could
Best create an aerosol to treat an
Practices urgent condition unless you
have the recommended PPE
(N95 mask, full face shield, eye
protection, gloves and gown)

« At this time, it is safe to assume
that every patient is COVID-19 +
so use the appropriate PPE.
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« Use telephone triage/pre-screen
Best patients for signs of COVID-19
Practices disease or risk of disease and to
also determine the severity and
urgency of their dental complaint.

Algorithm 1: Interim Guidance for Triaging Patients

for Emergency and Urgent Dental Care

Updated: 4/1/2020 Are you experiencing

dental pain?

winatis you pain vl
on a scale of 1to 107
oo
Tama 0 o et ry o o
gl el
(o : o)
by pepiesi

i) @l 15nidto ‘ 10 emersorincioatie) || oo ot vesmentor
s odase) et rouse esting
Tedioeraen) .

Can i o dicotrtbeeated + Blopy o stnomal tssue

o managed ahame fr 2.3 et - Finat crownridge
Emergent esraton s ot o o
Refer patent
toemergency

canca
ey .
thcn conton wesers Urgent Routine or
avallable a
Use he Algorithm

pariment
Screening to Identify | | Delay scheduling

9 v adent® | | appointment unti
ot otollois rther nolice (2.9, in

www.ada.org/virus

if paients can be applicable.
saen in dental setting,

determine if patients can
e seen in dental setting.

Urgent

Pain could be related to these urgent conditions:
- Severe dental pain from pulpal infammation

« Pericoronits or third-molar pain

+ Surgical post.operative osteits, dry socket dressing changes.

« Abscess, localized d swell

pain
« Dental trauma with avulsion/luxation

por broken or

- Sripping or mucosa
Use the Algorithm 2:
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Best
Practices

WAL
CDA
Limit the number of patients in

your office at any one time. Keep
the number of family members
present at an appointment to zero
or the absolute minimum (care
giver, parent of a young child may
be exceptions).

Question and pre-screen patients
by taking their temperatures
before they enter your office.

Have staff members and doctors
do routine self-temperature tests
twice dalily.



In Other
States
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Cd'd ‘J’ Ahout Us Newsroom Contact Q Input your search. ..

Executive order expands California’s workforce to
respond to COVID-19 surge

Dentists can register online now to join expanded workforce

Mareh 37, 2020 Mews and Announcements Download I ail ! Share <

Y

Under a new executive crder, dentists are considered essential health care providers and are encouraged to
sign up te join the California Health Corps, a newly launched statewide effort to prepare the health care
delivery system to respond to a potential surge in COVID-19 patients by opening additional health care sites.
Registered dental hygienists and dental assistants can also register tc join the effort. Recruits will be
financially compensated and provided malpractice insurance coverage for the care they provide.
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ADA Website:
www.ada.org/virus
success.ada.org/en/wellness

Resources

CDA Website:

www.cdaonline.org/covid19
www.cdaonline.org/wellness

MDDS Website:
www.mddsdentist.com/covid19
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